Fr. Tim Hayes, Old Testament, Fall Qtr. 2010


Book of Numbers: J. Malone Presentation





A. Key Verses:





Nm 14:36-38


Story around the verses?  God commands Moses: tell Children of Israel to send scouts, one/tribe to reconnoiter Promised Land.  10 return w/o faith.  Stirs more murmurings among all, lack of trust.  Joshua and Caleb have faith in God.  


Extent of the punishment?  God's wrath relents, but exacts punishment of 40 years in the desert and wipes out whole generation of People—they will not enter the promised land.  Up to know, there Exodus was less than 2 years old.


God’s mercy?  Moses plea yields God's mercy to allow the progeny of His People, to enter the Promised Land of the Covenant.


What is God’s response and why?  Is God actually reacting to plea of Moses?  That God must fulfill his covenant to the People and be the power behind the Children of Israel that all have come to expect?


Murmurings before this?  Yes.  As 3 days after the parting of the Red Sea and after the scout story, when they lack meat.


Has Moses been effected?  Moses, also is discouraged and pleas to God for help.


Had God provided relief for Moses?  God inspires 70 elders to assist Moses and carry part out the burden. 


How does this effect God’s Covenant?  Through the episode, the Covenant stays in tact—God's jealousy and his wrath, along with his mercy have been reaffirmed for the actions of the Chosen People.
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A. Key Verses (continued):





Nm 20:6-13


Story around the verses?  At Kadesh without water brings murmurings.  Moses pleads with God and God instructs Moses and Aaron to ORDER the rock, while carrying the staff and water will flow.





What do Moses and Aaron do?  But Moses STRIKES the rock, in fact 2 times.





Why is God angry?  God says they have been unfaithful and have not shown forth his sanctity.   Moses may have appeared to do worse, but it is his disregard for God, lack of respect, that results in these consequences.





What has just happened to Moses and Aaron?  Now they learn that they will die before entering the Promised Land with their People.





Is there any significance in Aaron’s death, before Moses?  Moses must continue to lead the People.  Maybe this is a 'trial' for Moses to continue to serve the People, without the assistance that Aaron has been.








Why is ‘rock’ a water source and where do we see this earlier?  Hebrew legend that spring followed the Chosen in their migration.  See Ex 17:5-7 where “rock” is the water source.  And later in Dt:32 in the Song of Moses, Yahweh is referred to in his permanence as rock/God/Yahweh.  Paul with the Corinthians will tie the rock image with Christ and extrapolate to the spiritual nourishment.(1Cor 10:4)
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A. Key Verses(continued):





Nm 27: 15-21


Fate of Moses?  Resigned to his relinquishment-but still shepherd of his people.  Here he exhibits the true servant-leader, focused on the Children of Israel. Worried about a leader for them, if not he. 


 


“Some” of your dignity?  In passing the staff to Joshua, God instructs Moses to use a part of his dignity—as if from a large bounty, or as if from maligned dignity, only some of which is good and suitable for Joshua?





Why Joshua? Proven leader-warrior, faithful scout, commissioned by Moses.





The significance of the “Urim”?  Reference to the sacred objects of the altar and the importance of the Law.  Also fitting as a part of the relationship of Joshua to God.  His is indirect, through the priest, Eleazer (son of Aaron)vs. Moses' relationship which was direct to God.





Moses plea to God?  Entirely selfless?  Other pleas?  Perhaps not always self-less.  Recall his pleas to God when he felt threatened by rebellion of the People.  In his cries to God to relent and let him enter the Promised Land   (Dt 3: 25-27)
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B. Book of Numbers-Take-aways:





How do numbers identify you?


10-20-20


5-23-53


9-29-89





1966


1977


1988





Living the exodus with the importance of the law.





A way for God to define His people-the covenant makes them separate and unique.





God supports Moses, the leader of His people.





The Covenant is developed as two way—God's promise expects the people's faith and obedience.  





The Children of Israel repeatedly doubt, their faith only seems as strong as the latest miracle.





The murmurings bring on punishment, and we witness the wrath of our merciful God.





Moses (and Aaron) is weakened by the Children of Israel, loses his stake in the Promised Land, with his own unfaithful act.





Moses continues to shepherd the Children of Israel, pleads to God for them, seeks a leader for them, and demonstrates the faith in the God's permanent Covenant.
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C. Perspectives on the Torah (Rabbi Cary D.Kozberg MAHL, DD):





It is a window into God.  Infinite as he is, it is a very small part of God.  God gave them these exact words for reasons they will only know in the fullness of time.





Content with the 'collage', the mythical with the historical, they do not seek a totally systematic understanding of God.  (Exception are the Literalist Jews among the Orthodox)





They read the Torah from start to finish during the Hebrew calendar year.  The Rabbi precedes the week's chronological reading, with a sermon of reflection. (Difficult assignment through the months of Leviticus and Numbers.)





Written by hand in Hebrew, the Torah is on a thin leather parchment, that is kept on scrolls and stored in the Ark at the front of the Synagogue.  The Ark is behind a veil, and above the Torah within the Ark is the eternal light





The congregation will kiss the Torah during the Sabbath service.  The Rabbi will face the Ark as the leader of the congregation when petitioning God.  The Rabbi will face the congregation when he intercedes for God in communicating to the congregation.





Mt. Sinai is the wedding, the Covenant of love between God and his People.  The people will break/betray that covenant but God will keep His end of the bargain.














